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(1) Hello, we’re the Colorado Fire Relief Foundation- but you can call us CFRF.

Colorado has some of the most pristine wilderness in the United States, with
staggeringly tall peaks and beautiful alpine landscapes. In fact, 33% of the
state is densely forested lands, with 50% of Colorado natives living in fire-prone
or at risk areas.

Unfortunately, due to climate change and poor forest management
techniques wildfires have tripled in size, speed, and intensity in the last
decade. This means more communities and families are at risk every year -
and that’s why we’re here to make a change.

(2) Our unique approach to fire aid is fully comprehensive: We provide education
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to increase community resiliency, mitigate catastrophic fire events with direct
aid, and utilize new aerial technology to keep our firefighters safe and secure.

(3) As forest fires grow each year in Colorado, the time and strategy it takes to
subdue a fire also increases. Fires today are often hundreds of thousands of
acres in size, and keeping track of new issues can become difficult. These fires
have threatened hundreds of communities in the last decade, taking both
civilian and firefighter lives.

That’s where we come in. During fire season, we utilize ground-breaking aviation
technology to keep tabs on the fires, decreasing risk for first responders as well
as local communities.

(4) A key component to our work is the use of technology to keep firefighters
up to date on a wildfire’s activity with real-time imagery.

First, we work directly with the on-site commander for the fire, creating flight
plans, gathering current status and updates, and identifying key areas of
concern. Our expert drone pilots then fly missions to these sites, taking live
photos and videos through high resolution cameras. This data is accessed in
real time by the on-site commander, who then can adjust strategy in a matter
of minutes, not hours. Furthermore, our mapping specialists create interactive
maps online as the data flows in, allowing for communities to see fire
progression with less lag time.

(5) We work with local communities to educate and prepare those who live in
high- risk areas. With so many communities at risk for a fire in Colorado, it is vital
for individuals to be educated on their specific areas and the risks posed. One
of our largest education outreach programs is our in-person and web-based
seminars.

We educate both to prevent (fire mitigation and safety) and to save
(evacuation plans, crisis shelter locations, etc). Our education plans for each
community are unique; we work with the key stakeholders in community to
identify the key risks for that area, and adjust curriculums accordingly.

(6) While the immediate effects of a wildfire are devastating, the long-term road
to recovery is a burden in itself.

The CFRF takes a two-step approach to creating year-round positive impact
within its communities. During fire season, relief and aid are given to
communities and



individuals who are impacted by fires. This includes items such as
essentials (food, water, care kits), and services such as grief counseling.

During the winter months (off-season for wildfires), CMFR hosts a number of
community oriented activities. Guided hikes, land restorations, resilience and
adaptation training for civilians, and other programs are aimed towards
increasing understanding of natural environments and the prevention and
mitigation of their risks.
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